Whiz Kids Volunteer Code of Conduct and Policy

Each year Whiz Kids staff shall convey these standards in writing to all volunteers prior to the beginning of the school year. Supervisors shall review these standards verbally with new volunteers.
1. In order to protect Whiz Kids participants and volunteers, at no time is a volunteer to be alone with a child or children without another screened adult present. This includes bathroom visits. (The only exception is for volunteers who have been screened and approved as a Level 3 volunteer).

2. Volunteers are not permitted to drive Whiz Kids youth in their personal vehicles unless they have been specifically screened and approved as a driver through the Whiz Kids program. Those drivers are not permitted to be alone with children in a vehicle - another screened, adult volunteer must be present.  Only those who have completed a Level 3 volunteer application and Level 3 driver’s application will be permitted to be alone with a student.
3. Smoking or use of tobacco products in the Whiz Kids programs or in the presence of Whiz Kids participants is prohibited.

4. Using, possessing, or being under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs are prohibited.

5. Any form of abuse of children will not be tolerated, including

· Physical Abuse – strike, spank, shake , or slap

· Verbal Abuse – humiliate, degrade, or threaten

· Sexual Abuse – including inappropriate touching and exposure

· Mental Abuse – comparison, or criticism, or humiliation

6. Volunteers must treat everyone of all races, religions, and cultures with respect and consideration.

7. Do not give monetary or expensive gifts to participants or their families. Small, inexpensive gifts for the holidays or on the child’s birthday are ok.

8. Volunteers shall not use profanity or tell inappropriate jokes in the presence of children or parents. 

9. Volunteers will portray a positive role model for youth by retaining an attitude of respect, loyalty, patience, courtesy, tact, and maturity.

10. Never release children to anyone other than the authorized parent, guardian, or other adult who has been authorized by the parent or guardian.
11. Volunteers are not permitted to meet with their Whiz Kid outside of the tutoring session, except for Whiz Kids sponsored events or outings (except for screened and approved mentors).
12. Ohio state law requires that all citizens report any suspected abuse or neglect of a child to the proper authorities. Volunteers should report any suspicions of child abuse to their site coordinator, or the Whiz Kids Director.

I understand that any violation of the Volunteer Conduct Standards and Policy may be grounds for removal as a volunteer. I have been informed of the Whiz Kids/City Gospel Mission position regarding background checks and child abuse.

I also agree to read and utilize the resources contained in my Training Manual and to attend the training session(s), to be dedicated and reliable in maintaining my weekly responsibilities at the school or church location. I understand that I am to follow all policies, procedures, and protocol established in the Whiz Kids Training manual. I authorize Whiz Kids and its partnering churches to use my name, photograph, and /or video material in its promotional materials.

Volunteers Signature: ____________________________________

Date: __________________________

Please retain this form for your reference 
