
Just quitting drinking and drugs 
wasn’t going to be enough for Ron. 

He needed more.
In our Exodus program, he 

discovered, “There’s a difference.... It 
rebuilds the whole man. And you learn 
being a Christian is a way of  life.”

When Ron •rst appeared at City 
Gospel Mission, he had lost his job 
of  16 years with a pro•t-sharing 
company. Down through the years, 
he had been the one to take in a 
friend in need. But now, jobless, he 
was lost – spent what he had left on 
alcohol and marijuana, squandered 
his days – until the money ran out 
and he was evicted. He had no 
family in the area. 

    “There’s a      
    difference...”
“When you hit bottom, you got 

nowhere else to go but up,” he says today.
We took him in, loved him and 

cared for him. He’s been sober for 
8 months; he doesn’t even smoke 
cigarettes anymore.

Today, at 50, Ron is enrolled at 
Queen City Vocational, catching up 
on an education he generally skipped. 
Without a high school diploma, he’s 
taking classes for his GED. “I actually 
like to go to school!” the former class-
dodger exclaims.

ªWhen you hit bottom...º
A Personal Word 
From the 
President

Enclosed is my gift to feed, shelter and care for Greater Cincinnati's neediest people.

Donate online at www.CityGospelMission.org, or call (513) 345-1027.

City Gospel Mission
1419 Elm Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202-7592

Roger ± I'll help keep the Christmas spirit alive this summer!

And the future? “I’ve worked in 
kitchens all my life,” Ron says. “I want 
to get a certi•cate of  cooking and work 
at a nice hotel.... God willing, it will be.”

He’s already getting his “kitchen 
legs” back – serving here at the 
Mission. “We feed 100 people in the 
morning,” he reports, “and we feed 
100 people at night.... Folks might 
be homeless,” he adds, “struggling a 
little bit, but you see the look on their 
faces – that somebody actually cares.... 
City Gospel Mission is like a beacon of  
light, a beacon of  hope. And I know it 
sure helped me.”

Thank YOU for helping us rescue 
people like Ron!
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Dear Donor Name,
You’ve heard plenty of  bad 

economic news. You’ve probably 
felt it yourself. Lots of  people 
and organizations have been 
affected.

At the same time, I thank God 
that folks in this community 
have continued faithfully in 
support of  City Gospel Mission. 
We’re making it. People who 
need help are getting help. God 
is at work; we see it every day!

It’s a good thing, when 
someone is needy, to be able to 
turn to a neighbor, someone 
close by, for help. When you 
give to City Gospel Mission, you 
have the satisfaction of  knowing 
that all donations stay local. 

Today I’m appreciative of  
what you’re doing – what you’re 
allowing God to do through 
you – as you support City 
Gospel Mission. It would be 
easy to look the other way, but 
you aren’t. You’re looking at the 
least of  these and seeing Jesus. 
Thanks for opening your heart 
the way you do.    

Roger Howell
President



On February 26, 2009 City Gospel 
Mission held their •rst banquet- 

style graduation! The event was 
hosted by College Hill Presbyterian 
Church. About 100 guests joined 
staff  and program men to celebrate 
the graduation of  Jacob Beuerlein 
from our Exodus program. 

The evening included a  
delicious banquet-style meal 
prepared by our chef, Jay Boys. 
George Berry received the 
“Volunteer of  the Year” award.  
Sterling Hawks (Pastor of  
Global Wineskin Ministries) and 
Chris Bryant (Exodus Program 
Manager) were also recognized 
for their work and dedication to 
the Mission. Combined, these two 
men were celebrating 13 years of  
service! The evening concluded 
with fun and fellowship among 
the attending guests. 

City Gospel Mission hopes 
to have an equally blessed event 
and turn-out for the fall graduates of  
the Exodus program!

Exodus Graduation

Christmas all year round!
It’s summertime ... you’re not 

thinking Christmas.
But the spirit of  Christmas – 

giving the gift of  hope through 
Christ, just as God did that night 
2,000 years ago – is what drives our 
work at City Gospel Mission every 
day, all year round.

Of  course, most folks give most 
generously during the holidays. But 
the need we’re meeting, day in and 

day out, doesn’t diminish the rest of  
the year. You can’t tell the difference 
between someone who’s hungry 
in December and someone who’s 
hungry in July – except maybe for 
their summer attire.

This means we depend on 
friends all over this area to keep the 
Christmas spirit all year long to keep 
on helping us share hope through 
Christ. Keep on helping us meet 

Join us on September 19, 
2009 for a day of  fun, food, 

fellowship and a round of  golf  
on a championship course 
while you help change the lives 
of  hurting men, women and 
children in Greater Cincinnati. 

Get your foursome and sign up!
Register online at  

www.CityGospelMission.org   
or contact Jamie Lang at 
jlang@citygospelmission.org  
or (513) 345-1028.

Cart, meals, refreshments and 
gifts, along with a chance to 
win prizes and awards, are all 
included with your registration.

Save the date!

the most urgent needs of  neighbors, 
right here in our community, who 
have fallen on hard times.

Your generous support turns into 
“glad tidings” the whole summer 
through. If  you can, help us continue 
to keep the Christmas spirit alive. 
Please visit us online at  
www.CityGospelMission.org .  
Thank you!

S U M M E R  S U R P R I S E

We would like to give special 
thanks to our Life and Hope 

Club members. Because of  your 
faithfulness in supporting us monthly, 
you have provided so much: food 
for hungry people, shelter for the 
homeless, and ongoing help and hope 
for those who want to put their lives 
back together. It all starts with YOU.

If  you are not a member of  this 
special Club, we invite you to join your 

friends and neighbors in our Life and 
Hope Club.

As a Life and Hope Club monthly 
supporter, your gifts will be put to work 
immediately to help us respond to 
every call for help. Your gift will also 
help provide the stable funding we 
need to continue to expand this vital 
work. To learn more about the many 
bene•ts of  our Life and Hope monthly 
giving club, call us at (513) 345-1061.

Thank you 
Chris 

Heiert, Iris 
Bush and 
Flying Pig for 
your support!

On May 
2 and 3 

over 40 runners and walkers 
participated in the Flying 
Pig Marathon. City Gospel 
Mission participants, staff  and 
volunteers ran/walked to bring 
awareness of  the Mission, to 
raise help and give hope to the 
homeless, hurting and poor. 
Thank you to all who helped 
with their time, gifts and 
prayers. Thank you for making 
a difference in the lives of  men, 
women and children we serve.

If  you’d like more informa-
tion please contact Jamie Lang 
at jlang@citygospelmission.org 
or (513) 345-1028.

Flying Pig: Run  
for the One


