


A MESSAGE FROM
ROGER HOWELL

A New Heart.
A New Start.

The purpose of Easter is
to celebrate Christ’s victory
over death and the promise
of new life — the promise that
through His sacrifice and
resurrection we may become
new people. That opportunity
is also what our Exodus
and Having the Courage to
Change Programs are all
about.

These programs work
for two reasons: First, they
give individuals like Jacob
and Martin, whose stories
you’ll find in this issue of
Encounters, the opportunity
to truly build new lives; to
be physically and mentally
released from the destructive
grip of alcoholism, drug
addiction or homelessness
through recovery,
rehabilitation and education.

Second, because our work
is based on the Gospel,
these programs add a new
dimension to peoples’ lives —
a spiritual dimension that is
often missing or has been lost.
Jesus promises that He can
touch the pain in their lives
and give them a new heart
and a new start!

Thank you for your support
that changes so many lives!
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Holiday Recap

hanks to your support City Gospel

Mission was able to reach out to
the neediest in our community with a
variety of holiday events.

Thanksgiving Celebration

22 Over 435 people received
Thanksgiving dinner

22 Over 115 people received breakfast
on Thanksgiving

22 Over 2,300 families were blessed
with a Thanksgiving Basket to
make a delicious holiday meal.

22 Over 240 Hearts in Motion meals
were delivered to shut-ins

22 Over 300 volunteers helped on
Thanksgiving Day; a total of 873
hours were dedicated by volunteers

22 204 men, women and children
received coats

22 Over 150 people received clothing

A special thank you to Pam Brooks
(Statements Salon), Al Williams
(Sonny’s Barber), Joyce Downey, Jo
Ellen Byington and Corey Smith
— they all '
volunteered their
time and gave
haircuts to 59
people in need!

Radio-thon

Thank you
to STAR 93.3
for hosting our
Feed the Hungry
radio-thon on November 20th. Thanks
to your generous donations and
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Cincinnati's Uplifting & Kid Safe Station

matching gifts from local businesses, we
were able to provide over 15,250 meals
to the hungry and homeless in Greater
Cincinnati.

The Christmas Store

We held three different Christmas
Store events this past holiday season at
Phillipus Church of Christ, Vineyard
Community Church and North

; = - Cincinnati
Community
Church.
. At the
 Christmas
: : =¥ Store, parents

unable to afford Christmas gifts
shopped for presents for their children
with dignity and at a price they could
afford. We were able to help over 595
families, which means over 1,785
children received gifts!

Thank you to all the churches and
volunteers who made these events a
success!

Celebrating New Life!

hen Jesus met Mary Magdalene

after she had seen the empty
tomb and was hurrying to tell the
disciples, His first word to her was,
“Rejoice!” Jesus wanted everyone to
rejoice in His resurrection, not mourn
His death. His call to Christians was,
and still is, to celebrate new life.

We try to live out that message
every day here at City Gospel Mission.
Just as Christ rose in victory over
death and sin, we encourage those
who come to us to rise above poverty,

homelessness and addictions.

Because of the outpouring of love
that moves our donors to share their
resources, we bring those in need the
message that their past is forgiven and
their life is worth living.

As the Easter season approaches,
we pray that you will continue to help
us by supporting the Mission with your
time, your gifts and your prayers.

To find out how you can help or to
give securely online visit our website at
www. CityGospelMission.org.



“l Was at Rock Bottom”

artin didn’t know about our

Exodus Recovery Program
when he first came to Gity Gospel
Mission. “I was at rock bottom.
Frustrated. Not happy. Not doing
what I needed to be doing. I
thought I was coming to a shelter
where they would just throw you
out in the morning but I didn’t
want to be on the streets just
walking around not doing anything
with my time.”

“I remember telling my
girlfriend I wanted to do something
with my life and I know that
something had to do with God.
When I went on the men’s retreat
here at the Mission I learned how
to have some pride in being a man;
that I’'m a son of God and that in
itself says a lot to me.”

“I want to do
something
with my life.”

“The Mission has touched my
life in ways that I can’t explain. I
just try to continue striving towards
God. I want this Mission to always
be a part of my life. It’s amazing!
They never turn down anybody for
anything — when you’re on the streets
like I was you don’t have hope or
food or a place to bathe or even a
place to sit down and just be.”

“When you’re living like that,
your main purpose in coming to the
Mission may be to get a meal. But
then you come in and those meals
give you energy and strength, and
you hear the word of God and you
can begin to decide what you want
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to do with your life

“The Mission gives
people hope.”

Martin says that for others
like him who are still living on the
streets, the Mission and the meals it
provides are their hope. “Everyone
needs food to survive. If you’ve
been watching the news, you know
it’s difficult out there. People’s jobs
are getting cut, business aren’t
hiring because they don’t know
what position they’re going to
be in tomorrow. People are just
living from day to day. They look
forward to a meal at the Mission.
Just waking up and knowing that
the Mission is going to be here for
them gives them hope. Some of
them couldn’t survive without the
Mission.”

“The Mission never turns
anybody down. I want it always to
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be a part of my life

Thank You!

hanks again to all our players,

volunteers and especially our
sponsors for making the annual
City Gospel Mission/CityCURE
Golf Outing at the Belwood Golf
Course last September a success.
Thank you for helping bring real
life-change to men, women and

children in need.
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